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We are bringing you reports of the Faces to Graves activities for the period after 

11 November 2020. In times of pandemic lockdown, we do whatever is possible, 

and that includes the writing of life stories - a welcome diversion for some 

people.  

Two members of the Research Team have written about their motivation for 

keeping the memory of our liberators alive. 

First the motivation of Marian Straatman, member of the Research Team from 

the very beginning. 

Marian Straatman: “My father was three years old when he was evacuated 

with his family to a farm in Nederasselt in September 1944. They stayed there 

for nine months as far as I know. In the beginning, there were English soldiers 

stationed there in the barn.  

 

When they left, Papa’s oldest sister, who was then 8, was given a letter by one of 

them, with his address in London. My aunt Marie kept this letter. When she 

began to learn English at school, she had to have an English correspondent for 

written language  practice. She remembered the letter and  wrote to Arthur, as 

he was called, and asked if he would correspond with her. He responded 

positively and later, he, with his family visited Groesbeek several times; a real 

bond has built up between our families.  



2 
 

During the visits and also on 4 May, Remembrance Day, we used to go to the 

Canadian War Cemetery - the Canadian ‘graveyard’ as we called it. That affected 

me a lot. When I was 15, a Canadian brass band came to Groesbeek and played 

at the cemetery. My uncle and aunt offered them accommodation and two girls 

from Barrie, Ontario lodged with them. My cousin and I were allowed to meet 

Alicia and Elizabeth during their stay in Groesbeek. The band’s playing at the 

cemetery was lovely and Alicia and I regularly corresponded after that. Now, the 

contact is through Facebook. She is a history teacher and certainly interested in 

WWII events and my volunteer work with Faces to Graves. That’s very nice. So 

that is how the emotional bond with the soldiers, who are buried in the Canadian 

War Cemetery, began. When Alice van Bekkum asked for help, I gladly 

responded. 

In 2015, I found a flyer from Alice in the Bevrijdings Museum 

(Liberation Museum) and I volunteered to help her with Faces 

to Graves. I have been a member of the Research Team since 

1 January 2016.There are 28 life stories of mine on the 

website, two more are almost ready and I am collecting 

information for 14 others. My daughter Sietske is now also 

involved in my work for Faces to Graves, she studied English 

and translates my life stories. 

 

 What inspires me to continue is the bond I experience with  ‘my’ soldiers and 

their families. The contacts are of real value to me and our mutual history binds 

us. Moreover, I have a good contact with some members of the Research Team. 

We are a fine group with a special and important mission.” 

 

Liesbeth Huisman:  “When one reaches retirement, the question arises: what 

am I going to do later? It’s important to find something to replace one’s work 

and I was also the volunteer treasurer of a village 

house for more than thirty years. So when I saw an 

article in the Rozet asking for volunteers for Faces to 

Graves, I immediately thought:  that’s something for 

me - for different reasons.  

  1. I like writing and used to do a column for the 

Rozet; this included the youth stories of  20 older 

people. It started with the story of my parents and 

continued to expand. Everyone has heard their 

parents talking about their childhood or the war, but 

one forgets a lot and that is lost when they are no 

longer there. I was always amazed at what they had 

to relate, although people mostly said that nothing 

special had happened to them, everything was very 

ordinary at home. And that made it so special with 

these often large families; how was it in school, at 

home, at work, with friends and so on. The stories 
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about the war sometimes made a deep impression on me and these were things 

that were rarely spoken about. One of our old neighbours  told me stories that 

even his wife had never heard, after fifty years of marriage and from which he 

still had nightmares. The written stories are for his children and grandchildren so 

that they will not be forgotten. 

   2. My warm band with Canada. In 1954, three months after I was born, my 

godfather, the twin brother of my father, emigrated to Canada, like so many 

others at that time. After some very difficult years, he married and built a good 

life near Ottawa. I have made four trips to Canada, the first in 1975, then twice 

with my father and later on, a holiday with a camper, which included a family 

visit of course. I have come to love the friendly people and that beautiful, big 

country. 

   3. The plan to write a personal life story for all the young soldiers who gave 

their lives for our freedom. The volunteers who have taken this on, have a great 

goal in mind and I am happy to be a part of it . Of those lads that left their 

families behind to fight for our freedom in Europe, many died or came back 

wounded; some had a wife and a child they never saw. This has all made a big 

impression on me and I only see now just how much impact this must have had 

on all the soldiers and their families. 

Reasons enough for me to write for Faces to Graves, although it has cost me a 

lot of time and  effort  in the beginning, before I could manage. But with the help 

of others, it is going well; I hope to continue doing it for a long time, until all the 

stories of these soldiers with their photos  are in the archive, and so that they 

will always be remembered! 

~~~ 

 

    

On 27 November we received the sad news that Jaap 

van der Woude, a Research Team member had died 

from cardiac arrest; his son contacted us and Fred 

Hulsman represented the Research Team at the 

farewell ceremony. Jaap had assembled a great deal of 

information about the soldiers whose names are on the 

Memorial at the Cemetery, especially the crew 

members of aircraft that crashed. He had also collected 

170 photos of missing soldiers which we could use for 

our photo project. Jaap, we shall miss you! 

 

 

Jaap was one of the volunteers on 13 September, who 

welcomed members of the Freedom Tour and told them 

about our work.         Photo Alice van Bekkum 
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Our new board member introduces herself:   

                                                        

My name is  Else Schaberg, since November 2020 I am a 

member of the Research Team and later of the board of 

Faces to Graves.  

 I read in the brochure of Faces to Graves that the 

foundation was looking for volunteers and I got 

interested, through Alice van Bekkum I heard more and I 

signed up. I am very interested in everything that has to 

do with WW2.  

In the family where I grew up, the Second World War was always a difficult 

subject. At the beginning of the war my father lived in Rotterdam and studied at 

the TH in Delft; he refused to sign the declaration of loyalty and was transported 

to a labor camp in Germany. He managed to escape from there, went into hiding 

in Limburg and subsequently joined the Princess Irene Brigade and marched with 

them to liberate Brabant. 

My mother was born in Indonesia and also suffered from the war, first in a 

Japanese camp and then in the Bersiap period. The prisoners suffered greatly 

under the regime of the Japanese and when the war was finally over, severe 

hardships followed again during the Bersiap period. Talking about the Second 

World War was always a loaded topic at home, but nevertheless I always found 

the history of the Second World War fascinating and interesting. 

I was born and raised in Indonesia until I was eight years old, we lived in 

Rotterdam for five years and then we moved to Nijmegen, where I studied and 

stayed. 

The research work of Faces to Graves attracted and continues to attract me, the 

whole process of creating a life story of a soldier is very fascinating and every 

time I learn another aspect of the history of WW2. 

When I was asked to join the board, I responded positively because I would like 

to work for Faces To Graves in several areas.  

Gradually, I am getting to know more volunteers and it is great to see that we all 

share the same enthusiasm for creating beautiful life stories about the soldiers. 

At every level of the foundation people have the same ambition, namely to 

dedicate themselves to Faces to Graves and in this way honour the Canadian 

soldiers and always remember that they sacrificed their lives for our freedom. 

~~~ 

Jim Hoover has tried to make telefonic contact with families in Alberta and was 

sometimes able to get photos and information about soldiers buried in 

Groesbeek.  

Marcel van der Meer and Terry Verduijn, our webmasters are always trying to 

improve the website and Marcel has added a search bar to the Digital Monument 

so that one can more easily look up a name. 
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On Christmas Eve, candles were placed on the graves by board members of the 

Stichting Lichtjes avond Groesbeek (SLaG); despite corona, every soldier was 

remembered. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: De Gelderlander 

28 December, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We come to the beginning of 2021, hoping that The Faces of Groesbeek can go 

ahead in May. The subsidy that the Gemeente/Province gave us for the 75 year 

Freedom anniversary in 2020, had to be used up this year. It remained uncertain 

but we cautiously prepared for the display of the photos, without publicity so as 

to avoid the assembly of too many visitors. 

We were very pleased that the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) 

gave us permission so that we could proceed.   

 

When the photos came from the printers, each one 

needed a grave number on the back and had to be 

fixed to the standard. 

Fred Hulsman worked very 

hard on this, with some 

help later. For the storing of 

the photos we bought 

bubble wrap envelopes and 

each of these needed the 

grave number on it.  

 

 

We want to repeat The Faces of Groesbeek every two 

years.  
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On 23 March, the board invited Princess Margriet to visit the photo exhibition  

and received a speedy acceptance. That entailed a lot of hard work for the 

project group and board. First we had a meeting in the town hall of all the 

different parties, where we learnt what was possible and what was not. We set 

out a route where at 6 different places, one of the volunteers could read the 

story (in a shortened form) of one of ‘his/her’ soldiers standing by his grave. Two 

students of Canisius College were also invited and so brought the school projects 

to everybody’s attention.  

All this preparation at such short notice would not have been possible without the 

tireless effort of our new Board member Else Schaberg. Shortly before, when 

Fred had a nasty fall and had to rest, Else with some volunteers took over the 

sorting and placing of the photos and sundry other connected tasks.  

On 30 April many volunteers came to put the photographs by the graves; Fred 

had made markers so that the standards could be positioned precisely. That was 

not always easy because it was hard to pierce some of the plant roots.  

A well-deserved lunch for everyone. Sponsor of the standards Pieter Molenaar stops by to 

see how the result has turned out.          Photos Else Schaberg 
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However we finished sooner than we expected. Berg en Dal TV made recordings 

of our work which was sent out on 3 May: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-

ZcpBZfaNw 

 

The Faces of Groesbeek has started, there were quite a number of visitors that 

weekend who were welcomed by our volunteers at the entrance, wearing white 

jackets bearing our logo.  

 

~~~ 

And then Monday 3 May arrives. We were not allowed to tell our volunteers 

about the visit of the Princess untill this moment, when she will arrive at 2pm. 

 The Board had to be there two hours earlier in order to walk over the route with 

Lt.Colonel A. Remmelzwaal, Adjutant to the King and Mrs J. Ingen from the RVD.  

The regional director from CWGC, Geert Bekaert came from Ypres in Belgium. 

This organization grants Faces to Graves hospitable access to 'their' cemetery for 

this photo exhibition The Faces of Groesbeek. 

Mark Slinkman, the 

Mayor of Berg en Dal 

welcomed the Canadian 

Ambassador, Lisa 

Helfand and later they 

both welcomed Princess 

Margriet.  

 

 

 

Photos municipality of Berg 

en Dal 

 

Then she was welcomed 

by Alice van Bekkum as 

President of Faces to 

Graves who presented 

members of the board to 

her. Vice-President Dick 

Akerboom gave 

information about the 

Groesbeek Memorial 

where photos were also 

displayed.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-ZcpBZfaNw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-ZcpBZfaNw
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As we followed the 

route, Sigrid Norde 

told the story of 

Private William Cary 

Brown from the 

Calgary Highlanders.  

 

 

Photos municipality of 

Berg en Dal 

 

 

Dick leads us further to Else 

Schaberg, she told the story 

of Private Stuart Drummons of 

the Essex Scottish Regiment.  

 

 

At the third stop, two students, Emma Gerdsen and Reina de Groot from Canisius 

College, with their teacher Anita Aengevaeren told the story of Lance Corporal 

John Ralph 

Hooper.  

 

 

 

The Princess was 

very interested 

and asked some 

questions.  
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Alice also told the Princess about All Saints High School in Kanata, which, on the 

initiative of teacher Vanessa Kirtz, are actively participating in the school project. 

In the meantime the Mayor and the Ambassador walked the route in the opposite 

direction accompanied by Adriaan van Pol, our treasurer; as a result the 

volunteers had to tell their stories twice.  

 

 

Else Schaberg is 

telling the story 

about Private Stuart 

Drummonds to the 

Mayor, the Canadian 

Ambassador and 

Adriaan van der Pol. 

 

Photo Janny Rullmann 

 

We all met together 

in the middle with staff members of the CWGC who were presented to the 

Princess, the Mayor and the Canadian Ambassador by Geert Bekaert. They look 

after the cemetery and keep it in perfect order. 

       Photos municipality of Berg en Dal 
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Then Liesbeth Huisman told 

the story of Corporal Herbert 

Dixon Stitt from the Governor 

General’s Horse Guards.  

    

 

 

 

Next is the grave of 

Sergeant Aubrey Cosens 

from the Canadian Queen’s 

Own Rifles, his story was 

written by Gijs Krist, but he 

cannot be present himself. 

He was represented by Wim 

Poppink, chairman of the 

Research Team.  

            Photo Anneke Poppenk 

 

Finally Kim Huvenaars told of Signalman 

Martin Shields from the Royal Canadian Corps 

of Signals. 

Then the bagpiper plays ‘Amazing Grace’ for 

the guests.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo Janny Rullmann 

 

           Photo Alice van Bekkum 
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Before Princess Margriet left she signed the CWGC visitors book and that of The 

Faces of Groesbeek. The book about the history of the Canadian Cemetery 

written by G.G.Driessen, and the Faces to Graves coin were given to Adjutant 

Remmelzwaal for her. 

The Canadian Ambassador and Mr Geert Bekaert were also presented with the 

book and the FTG coin and Mayor Mark Slinkman with the FTG coin - he has the 

book already. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Janny Rullmann 

 

 

 

There was a little rain before the end of the ceremony but we were lucky that it 

otherwise remained dry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Robert Benninga 

 

 

On 4 May, the National Remembrance Day, Alice and Else laid a wreath from 

Faces to Graves. The weather was stormy with rain but it did not stop people 

from visiting the Cemetery. Everybody hopes that the yearly silent march can 

take place again in 2022.  

The The Faces of Groesbeek exhibition remained at the Cemetery until 16 May. 
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In good weather we stood at the 

gate and in bad weather in the 

Memorial; we sold all the books 

about the history of the 

cemetery, which Gerrie 

Driessen, the auther, had made 

available to us. 

   

     

  

  

  

       

         

   Photo Robert Benninga 

                  

 

 

              Memorial stone at one of the 

graves 

 

 

 

 

Touching to see that a 6-year-old child had placed a painted 

stone at the grave of an unknown soldier.                        

Text: Guus 6 years old #herdenkingssteentje@facebook 
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Our volunteers were happy with the reactions of some of the visitors.  

Liesbeth Huisman: ‘ Two tough-looking guys arrived in leather jackets and a 

wreath in their hands; they walked to the first monument, laid their wreath, and 

one of them saluted. They were about to leave again so I asked them why they 

had laid a wreath and they told me they were from a Harley Davidson group in 

Amersfoort which makes a yearly tour at this time. On the day before the tour, 

they lay a wreath at a military cemetery along the route, then the whole group 

comes to honour the dead soldiers. I find that a lovely initiative. 

An older couple arrived - he was 91 and they had been married for 66 years; 

they are regular visitors to the cemetery. They had a box of photos and a lot of 

stories about the war with them. He didn ‘t 

stop talking so we asked if we could visit 

them to scan the photos and write down 

the stories. They left the cemetery hand-

in-hand and stepped into their car. 

In the meantime Liesbeth and Else visited 

Mr and Mrs Leesberg and we now have a 

photo of Sapper Leonard Arthur Miller. 

          Else and Mr Leesberg 

Saskia Peters: Every time I visited the Canadian cemetery during the photo 

project, special things happened and I met somebody unique. On 4 May, my 

husband William and I were there as stewards. It was real Dutch weather, 

stormy with wind and rain with occasionally a little sun in between. I met a 

mother and daughter (around 20) from 

Zutphen. They told me that they often came to 

lay flowers on the grave of a certain soldier but 

that there was no photo standing by it. When I 

asked the daughter for her impressions of the 

cemetery she was in tears, I showed her how 

wonderful it is that a new generation is still 

affected by the soldiers lying in Groesbeek after 

more than 75 years.  

 

Saskia and Rob Jetten 

 

Later I saw a familiar face: Rob Jetten, the D66 

politician. He said that he first visited the 

cemetery last year but now, with all the 

photographs, he was even more impressed.       
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I showed him the grave of the soldier that my 

family has cared for through three generations.  

I only know Rob from the television but I am really 

moved that he is so sincerely involved.  

The following day, National Liberation Day, Else told 

me that the Minister, Sigrid Kaag had visited the 

cemetery on Rob’s recommendation. 

 

        Minister Siegried Kaag and Else 

 

 

 

 

Alice van Bekkum: I was also at the Cemetery as steward and had some nice 

encounters: 

 

Mr Bert Greep was there with his wife and he told me 

that as a 15 year old Arnhem boy from, he was 

evacuated to Gendringen and had kept a diary. In it he 

wrote about the death of John Graham Macfie who is 

buried in the Canadian cemetery. One can read about 

him in the book he brought and I may use photos from it 

for use in John Macfie ‘s life story.  

 

 

       Bert Greep 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeu Derkx contacted us after he had visited the cemetery and sent us photos of 7 

British soldiers, who died during the liberation of Broekhuizen in Limburg. 

There is some interesting commentary in the guest book and many of the visitors 

were very impressed. 
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Then came clearing-up time; the beachflags were packed away and the photos 

collected, dried and stored in their envelopes. We emptied the hut on wheels, 

lent to us for the whole period by the Klok and Laurent groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just before we're done, the rain comes pouring down from the sky, just when all 

the crates and boxes have to be loaded onto Fred's trailer. With a good tarpaulin 

they can still be transported dry. 

Thanks to ALL volunteers for your huge efforts; without you, none of this would 

have been possible.  

Thanks to CWGC staff members for their kind cooperation. 

Our thanks also to: Gemeente Berg en Dal together with the Province Gelderland 

and the V-fonds for their financial help. 

And to all the sponsors: SeW fonds, DHD Drukkerij, Pieter Molenaar Aluminium 

Bereitung, Solar Stell, Berkleba, Klokgroep, Laurentgroep, Kees Rietveld 

reclame, Bruna Groesbeek, Jumbo Groesbeek, Albert Heijn Groesbeek. 

Finally, thanks for all the individual donations to our photo project. 

Impressive images in the video made by David Brand: 

https://youtu.be/wlvcaco79cw 

~~~ 

Pieter and Daria Valkenburg from Prince Edward Islands did a search for photos 

on their website for The Borden-Carleton Cenotaph Research Project, also on the 

radio, often with success! Thank you for your help. 

Wouter van Dijken, Donna Maxwell and many others have sent us photos for 

which we are very grateful. 

Don Hulsman is searching in the province of New BrunswicK Provincial Archives. 

They have newspapers on microfilm from WWII as well as articles on Individual 

soldiers. 

https://youtu.be/wlvcaco79cw
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CMA historian Ken Holmes recently called on the Canadian Engineers to write life 

stories for us of their comrades who were killed in WWII. There was one 

immediate response and we will hear more later. 

Derek Pullen has offered to help us and we will publish a list of all the soldiers for 

whom we have no photo. 

We have published a list on our website with all the names of soldiers we don't 

have a picture of yet. We ask everyone to help us to give the soldiers  ‘a face’. 

See: https://www.facestograves.nl/assets/PDF/Missing_photos.pdf 

~~~ 
 

If you live in The Netherlands you may be able to help us or if you know of 

somebody who can; we urgently need: 

- a new member from the Nijmegen area to complete our Board 

- someone who has experience with data processing to strengthen the Data 

Management Team 

- someone for marketing, PR and sponsoring 

As you know, our non-profit organisation can only go on working with the help of 

your gifts. We would like to warmly thank all those who have contributed. You 

can find the logos of our sponsors on the website. Sometimes we receive 

donations which we would like to acknowledge personally. Alas, this is not 

possible if there is no contact address.  

We thank everyone here for their gift! 

                            

  

 

 

    

Design Martin van der Poel 

 

 

 

 

 

  Like us on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/FacesToGraves 

https://www.facestograves.nl/assets/PDF/Missing_photos.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/FacesToGraves
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Photo Hanny Schoonwater 

 

 

Photo Anneke Poppenk 


